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SCOPE 

An examination of th« means whereby States have 
sought to acquire dominion over the resources of the bed 
of the sea and its subsoil, with particular emphasis on 
the inherent difficulties in applying recognized princi- 
ples of territorial acquisition, coupled with an analysis 
of those provisions of the 1958 Geneva Convention on the 
Continental Shelf pertaining to the extension of a 
coastal State's 'sovereign rights' over such resources 
down to and beyond a depth of 200 meters. The thesis 
also examines the problems which have not been resolved 
by the 1958 Convention, as well as the practical necessity 
of their solution, and suggested solutions are offered. 
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THE ACQUISITION OF THE RESOURCES OF 
THE BOTTOM OF THE SEA ~ A NEW FRONTIER 

OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

Chapter I. Introduction 
A . Genera 1 Introduction and Premise 
The race to space has undoubtedly captured the 
imagination of the world. The vast reaches of outer- 
space are yielding up their secrets at an astonishing 
rate and the peoples of all nations are turning their 
eyes away from earthly anguish to gaze with awo into 
the heavens, for we nave been told that man's destiny 
is in the stars. Man’s destiny may be in the stars but 
it is submitted that his very survival is locked be- 
neath the sea. It is the conquest of inner space rather 
than outer space that will provide mankind with the food, 
the fuel and the minerals necessary to free tne world of 
want and famine. Han nay dream of visiting other planets 
but the wherewithal to make that journey will most assur- 
edly come from the sea. The peaceful and orderly explora- 
tion and exploitation of outer space is, of course, im- 
portant, but the peaceful and orderly exploration and 
exploitation of the bottom of the sea is nothing less 
than essential. 
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The study of the development of the lav which 
seeks to provide the community of nations with the ability 
to harvest th* richsa of ths bsd of ths ssa is both fas- 
cinating and challenging. Zt will 2 m ths purpose of this 
papsr to ana lyes ths development of the law, as we know it 
today, in order that we easy understand its application 
and, more importantly, that we may recognise its limita- 
tions, Zt ie the premise of this study that the continued 
development of a body of International law under which 
the peaceful and orderly exploration and exploitation of 
the bottom of the aea can proceed, depends, in great 
measure, upon our full comprehension of how and why the 
'doctrine of the continental shelf' evolved. Generally 
speaking, 'the doctrine of the continental shelf refers 
to that concept whereby the resources of the seabed and 
the subsoil of the continental shelf are subject, ipso jure, 
to the exclusive jurisdiction of the coastal state for pur- 
poses of exploration and exploitation. 

B. The Continental Shelf Defined 

Zt ie inoperative et the outset to examine just what 
is meant by the terra 'continental shelf. In order to 
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